Colossians Series #13: God Has a Plan for His Creation
Study Handout by Pastor Melissa Scott, Ph. D.
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Strong’s Concordance # 3754
that, because, since

1) the substance or contents of a statement, used at the beginning of a sentence
much like English “quotation marks”

2) in elliptical formulas

3) the reason why anything is said to be or to be done (because, since, for that, for);
causal conjuntion

4) it is added to a speaker’s words to show what ground he/she gives for his/her
opinion

Used as the first word of Colossians 1:16, it assigns the reason or justifies
what was previously stated about Christ as “firstborn.”
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elc &v oL/ ow
accusative dative genitive
B =
to in through, out of, of
1. Purpose: for, in(d) to 1. Agency
2. Result: so that 2. Means

3. Advantage: for

\
can be used to denote

Spatial/sphere: in
Cause: because
Instrumental: by, with
Manner: with

A

Personal Agency
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Greek Text Colossians 1:16

In Him

v v
OTL|EV aVTO| EXTicON TO TAVTO

£V T01¢ oVpaVvOoic Kal Eml THC YNC
T0 Opatd Kol ta adpata €ite Opdvol
eite kxvproTNTEC €lTE Apyai elte

th+r0ugh %{im
eCovoial Td mavtaldl’ aDTOD

A A

Kol [sig m’)rb\j EKTIoTOL
to Him
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&V Oo0TO
In Him
o’  aOTovL

through Him

gic  avTtov
unto/to Him
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‘Ev is the workhorse of prepositions in the New Testament. It occurs 2,752
times, more frequently and more varied than any other.

We can examine &v as:

1) Spatial / sphere: in

2) Temporal: in, within, when, while, during
3) Association: with

4) Cause: because of

5) Instrumental: by, with

6) Reference / Respect: with reference to, with respect to
7) Manner: with

8) 'Thing possessed: with

9) Standard: according (to the standard)

10) As an equivalent for €ig with verbs of motion.
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