The Book of Micah, Message #1:
“An Introduction to the Prophecies of Micah”

Study Handout by Pastor Melissa Scott, Ph.D.

This study handout accompanies Pastor Scott’s message number VF-2338, preached on April 24, 2022 at

Faith Center in Glendale, CA.

Fulfilled and Unfulfilled Prophecy in Micah
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The name Micah means “who is like Jehovah? He apparently makes a word play on this in
verse cighteen of chapler seven where he asks, *Who is o God like unto thee?” There s none
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Micah was a contemporary of lsaiah and both mini: 1 in the Southern Kingdom (Jueah),
His ministry, however, began somewhat later than lsaiah’s and may have ended earlier. Their
social standings were quite different in that Lsaiah was a nobleman who prophesied in the king's
court and Micah was of humble origin and spoke to the common people. Nevertheless, the
prophecies of both were of great importance. Although Micah came from the insignificant town
of Moresheth, a village bordering on the Philistine territory (also called Moresheth-gath, Mic.
1:14), he foretold the fall of the capital cities of Judah and Israel and saw beyond the current
Assyrian erisis to the Babylonian captivity. Furthermore, despite his seeming unimportance in
[srael, he was exclusively chosen by God to reveal the birthplace of the Messiah (Mic. 5:2).

The kings under whose reigns Micah ministered (Mic. 1:1) ruled from 752-697 nc. Like Amos,
he spoke out strongly against immorality, social injustices, and the oppression of the poor by
the rich (Mic. 21, 2, 8, 9; 3:2, 3, 11; 6:10-12). The key word in Micah is “hear,” This indicaites
that Ged wanted Judah to be attentive to Micah's message. 9')\
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miles wost of Tekoa, where Amos lived. Like several other prophets, Micah descenbes his mos-
from God as something he saw (e.g., Ezekiel, Daniel). This may reflect the total involvement
of the prophet’s physical senses with the message God was giving to him rather than an actual vi-

sion (cl. Mic. 1:8, and Dan. 7:28; 8:27). The messages from God wore oxpor d, not just ved
T &w 1:2-7 Since Micah was very concomaed about social unrigh it is not surprising that
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Fulfilled prophecy is highlighted in green. Unfulfilled prophecy is highlighted in orange.
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©w 1:81t is not known whether Micah actually went around unclothed. Although the Hebrew word
‘eryah (6181), translated “nakedness® in verse cleven, always means “unacceptable nudity” (sce Ezek.
16:7, 22, 39), the word ‘arom (6174) is translated "naked” in this verse and could ba interpreted
any number of ways. Some see it as a lack of clothing, whether it is partial or complete (Job 22:6),
while others say it refers to being poorly dressed (Job 24:7, 10; Is. 58:7), or having no upper gar-
ment (1 Sam. 19:24),
€ 1:9 The “incurable wound™ is a symbol used throughout the Old Testament that illustrates tho
hopeless condition of Israel brought about by their habitual sin (see Jer. 10:19; 14:17; 15:18; 30:12,
14; Hos. 5:13; Nah, 3:19). The phrase "is come unto the gate” probably refers to Sennacherib’s in-
vasion in 701 v.c., in which everything was conquered except Jerusalem (cl. note on Is. 8:8).
@ 1:10-16 The meanings of these city names echo the judgments that God will bring on them.
For example, the “house of Aphrah™ means literally “house of dust” (v. 10), which reflects the fact
that all that will remain will be the ruins of the city. The name “Maroth® means "bitterness,” signl
fying their response to receiving evil instead of good (v. 12). “Lachish™ was considered an improge
nable city; their trust was within themselves (the meaning of Lachish), and the irony is seen in that
they were ultimately destroyed by God (v, 13). The name "Achzib® means “deceit® and was reflectod
in their action to the kings of Israel (v. 14). The reference to “Adullam™ is significant in that the
“heir” will come to the inhabitants of this city pronouncing judgment on the people of the nation,
which is the precise meaning of the city’s name (v. 15). While it is known that these cities mon«
tioned were in northern Judah, their precise locations are unknown today.
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©w 2:12, 13 The “breaker,” which literally means “one who breaks open,” is a reference to | srael’s

Messiah (v. 13, cf. Ex. 19:22; Judg. 21:15).
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€ 3:12This verso is a prediction of the dostruction that was soon to come upon Jerusalem,
Jeremiah made mention of this prophecy by Micah as ho was observing its fullitment (Jer. 26:18).
€v 4:1-5 Here is a glorious picturo of the reign of the Messiah (see Rev. 20:6). Certainly the con-
ditions described in these vorses havo not yet been fulfilled. Moreover, thesa conditions clearty re-
lato to a physical earthly reign (from Zion, Jerusaem),

& 4:3 In this verse, the prophecy is made concerning One who will como and bring about an end
to all warfare on carth. In Isaiah 9:6, this one is called the “Princo of Peaco.” It is clear that Micah
was speaking about Jesus Christ who will bring all this to pass when He returns at his Second
Coming (sco note on 1 Thess. 5:2).

€ 4:6-13 These verses describo tho conditions in and around the Holy Land at the end of tho
Great Tribulation, Verses six through oight aro God's promise to the city of Jerusalem. *In that day”
is a key Old Testament equivalent of the “"Day of the Loro™ (see note on Zeph. 1:7), and often re-
lates to the Trbulation and the millennial kingdom of Chaist (seo Is. 2:11, 17 [cf. Is. 2:12]; 4:2; 10:20;
11:10, 11; 12:1; Jer. 30:8; Ezek 30:9; 36:33). The phrase "in that day” Is also used to refer to more
immediate judgments, particularty as they aro related to, or typical of, the judgments of tho Day of
tho Lord (cl. 1s. 7:17, 18).

Furthermore, Micah reviews the processes and results of the regathering of Israel. The initial suf-
ferings of Israel are described using a common image of the Tribulation—the image of a woman in
labor pains (vw. 9-13, cf. Is. 13:8; 66:7, 8; Jer. 4:31; 30.6; Hos. 13:13; Matt. 24:8 “sorrows™; 1 Thess,
5:3). It is important 1o remember that God is in control of all the circumstances surrounding the fu-
ture of Israel (v. 13). In all the blessings that Israel will receive upon their restoration to the land, it
will be made clear that it is the Loro Jehovah that prospers them.
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God Promises a Kuler From
Bethichem
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smite™2! the judge®' of lsrael with 4
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though thou be little ®among the ‘thou:
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©v 5:1, 2 Some feel that verse one is a reference to the humiliation of Zedekiah by Nebuchadnezzar

(2 Kgs. 25); but in view of the obvious reference to the Messiah in verse two, it scems that it

would be more appropriate to recognize the smitten “judge of lsrael® as the Messiah, In fact, seven
hundred years after the Book of Micah was wrntten, it was still recognized as a prophecy ol
the Messiah. The chief priests and scribes quoted it to Herod when they were asked where Christ
was to be bomn (Matt, 2:2-6). Later, Jesus' enemies attempted to use Micah 5:2 to prove that
He was not the Messiah because they knew His hometown was Nazareth in Galilee (John 7:41,
42). This prophecy is important because it reveals that the Messiah is “from everlasting,” an oter-
nal Being (i.e., the “Son of God”). The Jews could not comprehend this aspect of the prophecy

©v 5:3-9 This passage doscribes Israel’s vindication at the end of the Tribulation. “The Assyrian®
(v. 4, 9) reprosents Isrnel’'s enemios during the Tribulation, much as the “king of the north™ and the
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% 9 Thine hand®®” shall be lifte “kf‘","",'};_':: land of Egypt, and redeemed®® thee out
Aps3n upon thine adversaries, and alll p l-#:l?u;im.' of the hote of servants @ and | sent bes
FEnemies shall:be. cut-off 372 : fore thee Moeess, Aaron, and Miram.
G Mﬁmm-nu“ 3 Aor, 25,31 5 O my people, remember2™2 pow
thay, saith the Lokp, that I will cut off thy|* " 1251 |what “Balak king of Maab consulted, @52
[ oot 420, |and what Balaam the son?*?? of Beor an-
swered him from “Shitim unto Gilgal;
5 shum. 225 [that ye may know?® “the righteousness
11 Dot 234, [Of the Lokp.
o 249 |€w6 Wherewith shall 1 come before the
tum 25:1; | LokD, and bowarz myself before the high
Diatsveh |God™® shall 1 come before him with
| “woa 5 (burnt offerings *%® with calves lof a year
13 “Thy graven_images®® also will| 6 #ite. sons of |old?
el ) 7 *Will the Lokp be pleased”2! with
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g&ﬁg-; 1:11 |sands™ of Privers of 0i]79097 “shall | give
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out of the midst of thee: so will
destroy®S thy feities

15 And 1 will _‘exccutes?r? yen
geance®™? in anger®? and fury®™ upor
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©v 5:10-15 Although this prophecy is primarily directed at Israel's enemies, it also applies to the
ungodly that God will purge from among Isracel.

€ 6:6, 7 The questions of God's people can show how far they have strayed from true faith in
God. In response to God's “lawsuit,” the people tried to decide what might win back God's favor.
They were so spiritually ignorant that they even proposed offering a human sacnifice to please God
(v. 7. cl. 2 Kgs. 3:27; 16:3; 2 Chr. 28:3; see also note on 2 Kgs. 23:10). They continued to sacri-
mwwimtommnemmwmmmwmmmm prophao-
sied (Jer. 19:5; 32:35; Ezek. 23:37).

@ 6:8 In both the Old and Now Testaments. God desired men 1o have a gonune, hoarttolt rela-

Copyright © 2022, Pastor Melissa Scott, Ph.D. All Rights Reserved



[RRTS

MICAN TS
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who hath_appointed®9 i, M o o of 2 The Yoo span s penished® out

10 'Are there yet the treasures of| pedh™ - of the carth: and there is none upright
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have spoken®® L7 and “their tongue| "Yos 0 - |desite®5 so they wrap it up.
€310 - 15 *Dout 2828-| (12806 » jer:
#s deceitful in their mouth, oy I']'hebg:';,l -of them *is as a brier:
=13 Therefore nlso-will*I-*make-thae} zepn 113, |the most upright is sharper than a thorn
ick in smiﬁg:?‘ Ihl'."cu‘ in qj.qhng thee :.|"" .',;g i I;cdgl:: the day3'"7 of lh&r" walchnuu‘; ‘m;:
7) ause of thy sins, | menkepino |thy visitation®™® cometh; now s
l-i “Thou shalt eat, but not be satis- m’m their perplexity.
: and thy qasting downaas shall be inf. g'ﬁ'n 1625 1€w5 “Trust™ ye not in a friend”* put
“fhe midst of thee; and thou shalt_take ..,\-ﬂ:’?{:‘n ye not confidence®®@ in a  guide*!
old.szs3 but shalt not deliver; and tiat 2':?5-2'4’33 keep?1® the doors of thy mouwth®" from
~which thou deliverestess will [ give up 10|91k 08, . | ber that licth in thy bosom.
the sworg 7710 | 25azs8 | 6 For “the son'"? dishonoureth the
| 15 Thou shalt *sow, but thou shnll am 51,2 |father,’ the daughter riseth up against
not mﬂ:);j thou shalt tread the olives, bu't: t LI her mother®’? the daughter in law
thou t not anoint™*® thee with ot against her mother in law; a man’s®® en-
h Gathorngs of . .
nd sweet wine, but shalt not drink wmc. mﬁl emics are the men™ of his own
16 For Ithe 7708 of *Omn
e oy e e
SUR al works of wowsel
§'~6f Ahab; and ye walk in their counselg}?, O’W’
* that I should make thee “a Mdeso|
| 8047 and the inhabitants thercof anf 115
uh:ssmg' therefore ye shall_bear®7” the|
tm'fmch’”' 0f " of_my; Peoples e 2
AN
Israel Is Corrupt
Woe is me! for | am as !when they ot 9. a9, 20; Lukn 12263, 2116, 2Ten 32,3 7 #a
Y16 stk 2220, [BA7 B *Prov. 24:07; Lam. 421 ¢ 3724, F
have gathered®s the summer fruits,| san 1021, 241008 2221 o rkipgs
(continued from previous page)

Law is summed up in these brief statements (Hos. 6:6). "Mercy™ is translated from the Hebrew word

chéséd (2617), the closest Old Testament equivalent to the New Testament term “grace.” This verse

Incorporates the two commandments that Jesus said were the most important: to love the Lord

your God, and love your neighbor as yourself (cf. Deut. 6:4-9; Matt. 22:34-10),

©v 7:5-7 These statements made by Micah are reflected in the teaching that Christ gave to His
disciples (Matt. 10:35-37). Jesus was showing how complete dedication to Him would bring about
rejection from those close to them, even by those in their immediate fanuly. The person who places
family ahead of his servico for Chnist is called “unworthy™ (Matt. 10:38). The assurance is given by
~ Micah that it is worthwhile to trust completely in God for salvation. Resting in Him is the onlv wav
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9 I will_bear™73 the indigmation?'??
of the Lokp, because | have sinneds
against him, until he plead™”® my
e, and exeowte®™ M judgment
for me: *he will bring me forth to the
light, and 1 shall_behold™® his right-
OUSNCSS,

10 'Then she that is mine enemy

Il see it, and *shame®® shall cover¥s®
wer which said unto me, *Where is the
ORD thy God? “mine eyes shall behold
her: now Bishall she be trodden down “as
he mire of the streets.

11 /n the day that thy “walls are to

built, 7z that day shall the decrec??08
far removed.

12 In that day also *he shall come

'en to thee from Assyria, fand from the
ortified cities, and from the fortress even
o the river, and from sca to sea, and
rom mountain to mountain,

13 INotwithstanding the land shall

desolate®?” because of them that

Il therein, *for the fruit of their do-
ngs.

The Lorp Loves Israel

14 'Feed thy peoplc®™! with thy
7626 the flock of thine henitage,®75?
hich dwell™? solitarily “in the wood, in

133

9 aun 30
e 370
A T0%
42:3, 10,
100, 152
Jowd 207

10 X0v, At thow
Wit sow Pr that
5 T oneVTTy
o Covar Py
with 2hamo
Bricte. sho shid
Our kv

down

trouing
M, 411
S5, 22:43,
Zoch 105
1" *Aros 911
12 v, ovin 1O
a2 11106
1023, 27.13;
Hem., 19:11
13 X, Aftor that
A hoth boon
aoe, 29:14;
Mc. 3:12

the midst of Carmel: let them feed g
Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of |

olg) 3762
15 *According to the days of thy

coming out of the land of Egypt will ©

shew@ unto  him  magyelloysss!
things,

16 The pations™”! *shall see and be
confounded®™ at all their might: “they
shall_lay™ their hand®®@7 upon thetr
mouth, their cars™? shall be deaf.

17 ‘They shall lick the *dust®@® like
a serpent,3'”s “they shall move™® out of
their holes like lworms of the earth: “they

shall be afraid®2 of the Lokp our God, £

and shall_fear®7 because of thee.
e 18 *“Who s a God*' like unto thee,

that_°pardoneth™” iniquity,57* and |
passeth®™7* by the transgression®® of &

“the rempant”™?’ of his hentage? “he

retaineth?®® not his anga®® for ever, 370

because he delightetl™® in mercy. 267

19 He will turn again, he will_bave
 [compassion™*® upon us; he will_subs

dueasan our intquitics; and thou wilt cast
all their sing®™® into the depths of the
S 3

20 *Thou wilt perform the truth’!
to Jacob, and the mercy to Abrahamy
“which thou hast_sworn™* unto our:
fathers? from the days of old. %

PR o e P

W?.ia—mmmmnispromccybydeclanngl t'hi< tothl confid

Israel’s great sins, God indeed pardons iniquity and delights in “mercy” (Hobr cnosoo‘[zm/} also
in v. 20). Not only does God forgive sins, but He casts them far away “into the depths of the sea”
{v. 19, cf. Ps. 103:12). Anlhssisbasodoueoa‘smcmmmgpmnmlonbr:nmls.m and Jacol
(v. 20; see note on Gen. 12:1-3).
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The Book of Micah, Message #1:
“An Introduction to the Prophecies of Micah”

Study Handout by Pastor Melissa Scott, Ph.D.

The Sins of Israel:

1. Devise iniquity Ch2 11

2. Plan evil upon their beds

3. Carrying out their evil plans in the day
4. Coveting fields 172

5. Take them by violence

6. Covet and take away homes by force

7. Oppress a man and his house

8. They have risen up against God 1§
9. Rob people of their clothes

10. Have cast out women from their houses 179
11. Have robbed their children of my glory
12. False prophets 17771

13. Hated the good  Ch3 172

14. Loved the evil

15. The leaders pluck off the skin from my people
16. Pull the flesh from their bones

17. Eat the flesh of my people 173

18. Flay the skin from off of them

19. Break their bones

20. Chop them in pieces

21. Have behaved themselves ill in their doings 174
22. Prophets make my people err 15
23. Bite with their teeth

24. Cry peace, but prepare war

25. Leaders abhor judgment 79

26. Pervert all equity

27. Murder 1770

28. Commit iniquity

29. Take bribes 17771

30. Priests teach for hire

31. Prophets divine for money

32. Lie about God’s presence

33. Claim immunity from evil doing
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The Book of Micah, Message #1:
“An Introduction to the Prophecies of Micah”

Study Handout by Pastor Melissa Scott, Ph.D.

17 Prophetic Predictions Fulfilled in Micah 1:

A S R R o

I S e S e e e
N N D A W N = O

I will make Samaria a heap

I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley

I will discover the foundations thereof

All the graven images will be beaten to pieces

All the hires of harlots thereof will be burned with fire
All the idols I will lay desolate

They will return to the hire of a harlot

I will wail and howl

I will go stripped and naked

. I will make a wailing like the dragons and the mourning as the owls

. He, the Assyrian invader, has come to the gate of Jerusalem

. He will receive of you his standing

. You will give presents to Moresheth—gath (like one who is betrothed)
. The houses of Achzib will be a lie to the kings of Israel

. I will bring an heir to you, O inhabitants of Mareshah

. He shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel

. You will go into captivity
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